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Mrs. Maloney

To Kill a Mockingbird Project Suggestions

Due date: __________________

1. Create an edition of The Maycomb Tribune^. You may want to include a front page, editorial page, letters to the editor, society page as well as advertisements for local businesses.  You may choose one significant date or create several editions.

2. With your classmates, dramatize a scene from the novel.  Write a script, rehearse and consider costuming and props. Please turn in a completed script.^  

3. Using clues from the novel, create a map of Maycomb County.  You will want to include the Finches neighborhood as well as important landmarks in the town. Each landmark must be appropriately identified on the map or with a separate legend.^  This map could be 3-D.

4. To Kill a Mockingbird can be categorized as bildungsroman.  That German word refers to a type of fiction that depicts a character’s growth, usually from childhood to adulthood.  You may want to read one of the following novels:

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier

David Copperfield by Charles Dickens

A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Newton Peck

Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

After reading the novel, write an essay comparing and contrasting Scout’s or Jem’s growth with the protagonist’s growth in the book you read.  Your analysis should include the incidents which forced each character to mature, the influence of family and friends, and the type of changes each character undergoes.^

5. Compose a musical score for certain scenes in the novel.  Perform it for the class, either live or pre-recorded.  Turn in the score.

6. Write a song that demonstrates the theme(s) of the novel.  Perform it for the class, either live or pre-recorded.  Turn in the song.^

7. Write a group of poems or a short story that deal with the theme(s) of the novel.  Prepare a dramatic reading of the story or the poems, or illustrate them.^

8. In 1935, cameras were not allowed inside courtrooms.  Therefore, newspapers sometimes hired artists to sketch scenes.  Television networks later used the same technique to make the story of the trial more immediate.  Create your own series(approximately 4)of courtroom sketches.

9. Choose a chapter from the novel and retell it from a different point of view.  Try to stay true to that character’s voice and consider what that character would say and see differently from Scout’s point of view.

10. Research* current events that are similar to the ones in the novel.  Compare these events in an essay, including photographs or drawings where appropriate.^

11. Research* food discussed in the novel.  Create a “Maycomb” recipe book, including the history of at least five different recipes.  Then prepare one authentic recipe for the class.  OR you can create a cooking history show, discussing the history of one recipe and preparing the recipe on camera.  You must be prepared to serve a sample of the recipe to each person in the class, bringing in the necessary serving and eating utensils (such as a plastic knife, plates, napkins, etc.).^

12. Present a dramatic monologue based on a passage from the novel. Turn in the script of the monologue.^

13. Write the script for a television news magazine on the trial of Tom Robinson.  You might model your script on 20/20 or 60 Minutes. Perform the script for the class, either live or pre-recorded.  Turn in the script.^

14. Create your own version of Life’s Little Instruction Book using sayings from the novel and your own family.  Illustrate the book. Your book should have 15-20 illustrated quote pages.

15. Research* the sentencing records of African Americans. Then analyze how sentencing trends in the 1930s compare with sentencing now.  You must follow the JLHS Research Guide.^

16. Research* some essays, songs, or poetry about discrimination.  Consider presenting these works in a dramatic format. 

17. Develop a multimedia presentation that captures an important part of the novel.  You could also create a “movie preview” for the book, or for your imagined movie version of the novel.

18. Investigate* Supreme Court decisions that deal with segregation, such as Plessy v. Ferguson or Brown v. Board of Education.  Consider how and why and where the cases came to trial as well as the Supreme Court’s justification for its ruling and statements given by any justices who disagreed with the ruling.  You must follow the JLHS Research Guide.^

19.   Create your own project, with teacher approval.

*ALL RESEARCH PROJECTS MUST INCLUDE PROPER CITATIONS! REFER TO JACKSON RESEARCH GUIDE.

^This project should be typed!


Failure to follow the directions for each assignment will result in a lower grade on the project
